
GIBSON MEMORIAL UNITED CHURCH 

FREDERICTON, N.B. 

December 24, 2017                7:00 p.m.                     Christmas Eve 

******************************************************* 

WE GATHER FOR WORSHIP† 

*denotes standing for those who are able 

PRELUDE              WELCOME              ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

WE APPROACH GOD 

 

“What if all we have is love?” Helen Mirren 
 

“O Holy Night” 
 

*CALL TO WORSHIP:        (Please Open To Hymn # 6) 

Kelly:  Come with wonder, Come with awe, Come to Bethlehem.   

All:   We will follow the light of hope’s guiding star.  

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE and Singing of “A 

CANDLE IS BURNING”                                       (verse 5)              6 

 

All:  We will come to Bethlehem to see this child who is born 

 this day. 

Jessica:   Light our way to Bethlehem. Gift us with love for this world.  

 

Hymn:  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (verses 1 &2) 

 

*OPENING HYMN:  “Jesus is Born”            71 

(Huron Christmas Carol first sung in 1642, also known as  

‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime) 

 

OPENING PRAYER:   (begin with silence) 

God of Love, come to us and shine in our lives. Inspire us to reach 

out and grasp the hands of others who are in need.  Holding each 

other’s hands may we bring light into the dark corners of our 

world, where there is loneliness may we bring friendship, where 

there is hatred may we bring love, where there is indifference may 

we bring compassion. Be with us, we pray. Amen.  
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CHILDREN’S HYMN:     “Away in a Manger”                           69 

 

CHILDREN’S STORY:       “The Christmas Cat” 

 

*HYMN:             “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”                             43 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

 

SCRIPTURE:   Luke 2:1-19     

 
A CHRISTMAS STORY:  “The Legend of the Christmas Prayer” 

 

*HYMN:    “Joy to the World”       (verses 1 & 2)                          59 

           

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 

PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   (sung)               959 

 

OFFERTORY and PRESENTATION OF OUR GIFTS 

 

*THE DOXOLOGY                            541 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

praise God, all creatures high and low; 

give thanks to God in love made known: 

Creator, Word and Spirit, One. 

 

*THE OFFERTORY PRAYER (all) 

God of Love, open our eyes to see all the blessings that surround us. 

Thank you for the JOY we find in our families and friends.  Thank 

you for the HOPE that is born this night in Bethlehem. May our 

eyes be opened wide with compassion not only tonight but every 

night. We want to make a difference in your world O God so keep 

traveling with us so that we might keep Christmas all year long. 

Amen.   
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*CLOSING HYMN:   “Silent Night, Holy Night”                         67 

(Candles and glow sticks are lit.) 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight: 
glories stream from heaven afar, 
heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah, 
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born. 
 
Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
radiant beams from thy holy face, 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.  

 

*COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION 

 

*SUNG BLESSING: 

 Go now in peace.  Never be afraid. 

 God will go with you each hour of everyday. 

 Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true. 

 Know He will guide you in all you do. 

 Go now in love, and show you believe. 

 Reach out to others so all the world can see. 

God will be there watching from above. 

 Go now in peace, in faith, and in love. 

 Amen.  Amen.  Amen.   

 

(Please extinguish your candle following the sung blessing and, as you 

exit, place it in the metal containers provided) 

POSTLUDE 

     4 

Upcoming Services & Meetings:   

Dec. 31 11:00 First Sunday after Christmas 

   Guest Minister - Kimberley Douglass  

Jan. 7  11:00 Baptism of the Lord 

   Regular Sunday School & Nursery 

Jan. 8    9:30  Shuffleboard 

Jan. 9    1:30   Women Together 

Jan. 9    7:00 Worship 

Jan. 10    7:00 Finance 

Jan. 16    7:00 Council  

 

Wooden Paddle: We are looking for a wooden canoe paddle that 

someone isn’t using anymore—one that could be donated to the 

church—for our use in the new year. Thanks, please let Marsha know 

if you have one to donate.  

 

Christmas office Hours: 

Dec. 25 – 27 Closed 

Dec. 28 – 29 8 – 12 noon 

Jan. 1  Closed 

                                                        

The Financial Books will close on December 29th at 12 noon. 

 

Attendance Update:  2017 

January – June    (Average for six months)  83 

July                  37 

August                      43 

September                                                                   69 

October                                                                        82                                   

Nov.                   87 

Dec. 3                100                                                                                              

Dec. 10                                 95 

Dec. 17               162 

 

Upcoming Community Events: (see bulletin board for more info) 

Feb. 1- 3 Collective Theatrics presents “RENT” at Tom  

       Morrison Theatre, Music Director: Heather Fyffe 
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Tonight we light 100 bulbs for a total of 391 
bulbs on our 2017 Memorial/Celebration Tree 

 
 

Again this year our tree will shine brightly so that all who 
enter or pass by may experience the Hope, Peace, Joy and 
Love of the Advent and Christmas Season.  
 

 
Bulbs have been donated in memory of Garnett & Ruth 
Feeney and in celebration of Joanne Feeney and Tracey, 
Heather, Jamie & Katie Feeney by Jim Feeney 

 
Merry Christmas 

& 
Happy New Year! 
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Leonardo da Vinci loved to draw La Madonna del Gatto, of the 
Madonna of the Cat. He made many drawings of her in 1480 

and 1481. In the drawings , the chubby child Jesus is depicted 
holding, stroking, and playing with a cat. 

 
Legend tells about a cat living in the stable in Bethlehem who 
purred Jesus to sleep the night he was born. If this were true, 
the cat might have become Jesus’s pet. Meeting as they did 

that Christmas, the two might have had a special bond. 

 
 

 
 

 


